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RUSSELL P. EATON, 
SPECIAL NOTICE. 

In reply to inquiries, we would say that the FARMER 

will be sent to all subscribers until a discontinuance is 
ordered. The date to which payment is made is given 
on each paper, so that every subscriber can ascertain 
for himself the time when his subscription ends. 
We would also state that our lowest and only terms are 
given on our third page. We have no Club Terms, 
We have fixed our rates as low as the times will allow, 
and we give our readers their full money’s worth. 


GeneraL Eprror. 


aw Bee Third Page for Terms, &c..69 

Subeerthers will observe the date on the labelr 
with which their papers are addressed. The date is the 
time to which the subscription is paid. When a new 
payment is made, this date will be immediately 
altered, so that the label is a constant receipt in 
fall for the time which the subscriber has paid. 

Subscribers noticing any error in their dates will 
Please notify us at once, as mistakes are much more 
easily corrected when pointed out soon after thelr 
occurrence. 





Editorial. 


SOME NEW INVENTIONS. 

Not the least among the advantages to be 
derived by the public from the annual agricul- 
tural exhibitions which are now beld in almost 
every county in the country, is the facility af- 
forded for bringing new and valuable inven- 
tions to the notice of those whom they are de- 
signed to aid. It costs something to bring a 
new machine to the notice of the purchaser, 
and in this, as in every other case, the con- 
sumer has to pay the bills, either directly or 
indirectly. If we pay a hundred dollars for a 
mower or reaper, a part of that sum goes for 
paying the cost of showing us the machine. 
If we do not purchase, the next man who 
does, pays the agent for talking to both of us. 
All prices are fixed with this fact in view, so 
that the public have an interest in having 
It 


is not always an easy matter for the pub- 


goods advertised as cheaply as possible. 


lisher of a newspaper to decide exactly where 
the line of duty between his subscribers ends 
and that of his advertising patrons begins. 
We feel under obligations to our readers, 
when preparing matter for publication which 
we know will be of use to them, and we also 
consider that we lay inventors under obliga- 
tions to us when we bring to the notice of 
the reading public any new machine, the ad- 
vertising of which will prove of more value 
to the inventor or dealer, than to any other 
one party. With this plain statement of facts, 
we propose to notice some of the new and 
useful machines and implements which we 
find on exhibition at our agricultural shows, 
the present season, and shall expect that ap- 
preciation of our work that seems due from 
either party interested. It is our aim to make 
the New ENGLAND FARMER indispersable to 
both the agricultural reader and those who 
labor to supply his mechanical or other wants. 
We shall make no effort at order or arrange- 
ment, but will allude to such items as we 
find in our note book, and in the order they 
were taken down. 

First, comes a new device for packing fresh 
butter for market, for the convenience of both 
retailer and consumer. It was shown by G. 
W. Bradley, Sunderland, Vt., at the State 
Fair. First, we notice a wooden cell, like 
the cell of a common one or two pound butter 
mould. It is made in two parts, which are 
held together by two stout galvanized iron 
rings. Ne&t, we notice four small veneer 
hoops, like the old fashioned cheese hoops, 
but only just large enough to hold a single 
pound of butter. These little hoops, which 
are sewed by a sewing machine, are placed 
inside the cell, one above the other, and four 
in number, after which four pounds of butter 
are packed in as solid as possible, by the use 
of a wooden plunger. The iron hoops ate 
then lousened, when the strong sides of the 
cell fall apart, leaving the four little butter 
boxes all ready to be cut apart by drawing a 
fine wire between each pair. We then have 
four little hoops, each filled with a pound of 
butter, and which only require the addition 
of a thin veneer cap at the top and bottom, to 
give them the appearance of strawberry boxes 
large enough to hold about a pint. Four of 
these little boxes are then placed together 
again with extra thick covers or bottoms at 
the ends, when they may be tied with a 
stout cord, or made fast by a stiff wire, bent 
for the purpose. This makes a compact four- 
pound package, which, by cutting the cords 
or removing the wires, is reduced to four 
one-pound packages, making them very con- 
venient either for the grocer or the family. 
For shipping, the four-pound packages are 
placed in packing cases holding forty-eight 
pounds each, and with the spaces between 
the round boxes completely filled with fine 
salt, well packed in. As the small boxes are 
soaked in strong brine before filling, they do 
not stick to the butter, but after cutting the 
stitches, cleave off, leaving a roll of butter all 
ready for the table. The little boxes are 
made rapidly, by the use of machinery, and 
cost but one cent each. The large packing 
cases may be made on the farm, or they can 
be ordered from the manufacturer. Butter 
packed in this way, if started when cool, may 
be sent long distances, and arrive in good 
condition without the use of ice. The salt 
confines it firmly in place at the same time 
that the air is completely excluded. It cer- 
tainly looks like an excellent method of put- 
ting up fresh butter for the retail trade, and 
the convenience of the consumer, The same 
party also showed pie plates at one cent each, 
made of thin veneering, to be used by bakers, 
for carrying out their goods, and for delivery 
to families. It will save breakage of crockery, 
while they are light to handle, and take but 
little room. 

Another new thing in the dairy line, is O. 
S. Bliss’ creamer, which was exhibited for the 
first time, at the State fair at St. Albans. This 
has some features unlike any other creamer we 
have seen. His pails for holding the milk are 
tapering towards the bottom, being some eight 
or nine inches across at the top, by six or sev- 
en at the bottom, and a foot or more high. The 
common tin sap pails, in general use in Ver- 
mont, afford a pretty good pattern pail for 
holding the milk. These pails are set in the 
bottom half of a chest of suitable size, and 
over them is a zinc cover resting directly 
upon the pails, or rather upon the tins which 
cover them. Ice in large cakes is placed di- 
rectly on this cover, thus cooling the milk 
from the top, the water from the melted ice 
being carried off as fast as it accumulates. 
Mr. Bliss has given a good deal of time and 
study to the various theories of milk setting, 
and we can but hope that his system will 
prove in practice all that the inventor antici- 
pates. One of his claims is, the saving of ice, 
and another the greater richness of the cream, 
while the separation is more perfect than by 
any other method in common use. Mr. Bliss 
also showed us an apparatus for steaming food 
on any ordinary cook stove, which appeared 
decidedly meritorious. A dinner of meat, 
vegetables, and pudding, can be placed in 
the steamer, each separately, and left unat- 
tended for hours upon a coal stove, without 
danger of burning, boiling dry, or over-cook- 
ing. It seems especially adapted to cooking 


a Sunday dinner, while the family are away at | 
church. 

A new fruit drier was shown at the New Eng- 
land Fair, by O. M. Tinkham of Pomfret, Vt., 
which, it would seem, should come into gen- 
eral use throughout the country, and that 
soon. Itis made by the American Dryer Com- 
pany, Chambersburg, Pa.. It consists of a 
cast iron stove with an arrangement for carry- 
ing the heat, not the smoke, up through wire 
screens, on which’ any kind of fruit may be 
placed, and thus drying the fruit in a few 
hours, instead of two or three days, as by the 
common open air process. It also prevents 
loss of fruit from stormy or unfavorable 
weather. The price is so low that it would 
seem that every neighborhood at least, might 
be accommodated, and thus save thousands of 
dollars’ worth of fruit that is now allowed to 
rot and waste. 

A new box for carrying strawberries to 
market was shown at the New England Fair 
by Mr. Wm. H. Earle, of Worcester. The 
improvement over the old style boxes is so 
great and yet so simple, that we all wonder, as 
usual, that some one had not thought of it be- 
fore. The boxes are square, with two sides 
raised about a half inch, to support the cover, 
and keep it from crushing or bruising the 
fruit while on the road. This extra space al- 
lows plump filling, so that the fruit measures 
out a full quart when received by the pur- 
chaser. The advantage over the ordinary 
round strawberry box consists in allowing air 
to circulate freely among the berries, while, 
unlike the common basket, the fruit is held 
securely, even though handled somewhat 
roughly by expressmen or freight hands. 
Every such improvement increases the con- 
sumption of fruits, and, consequently, gives 
the producer a larger market for his goods. 

There are indications that the time is not far 
distant when the farmer can send his milk to 
the city consumer, by rail, without the inter- 
vention or supervision of a third party. This 
may not be a better way, but there is no 
doubt that a great many farmers are anxious 
to give this method a trial. With this end in 
view, Mr. W. A. Moore, Northboro’, Mass., 
has invented, what he calls a refrigerating 
transportation milkcan. These have been on 
exhibition at the fairs the present fall. It is 
simply a large tin tank, capable of holding 
about ten gallons, and made with ice chambers 
within, and so constructed that milk may be 
carried three hundred miles in the hottest 
weather without the least injury, and will ar- 
rive at the door of the purchaser, without the 
possibility of being in any way tampered with 
while in transit. 

A manure cart and spreader combined has 
attracted considerable notice by visitors at 
several of the fairs. It is made by Kemp & 
Burpee, and is so constructed that the bottom 
of the wagon rolls backward when in gear, like 
the track of a horse power, carrying the ma- 
nure along with it, till it reaches a revolving 
shaft set full of little spikes which pick up the 
manure, pulverizing and throwing it over the 
field as the team It looked like a 
great labor-saver to all parties except the 
horses or oxen that draw it. Of course they 
must not only pull the load, but drive the 
necessary machinery at the same time. On 
soft ground it must draw very hard, but for 
topdressing mowing fields it would seem to be 
a very desirable machine. 

At the Vermont State fair was shown a har- 
row unlike anything we had before seen. It 
is designed for smoothing, pulverizing and 
seeding. Has forty-nine straight steel teeth, 
54 inches long, inserted in six separate sec- 
tions or frames, adapting it to the most uneven 
surface, while, with an arrangement of levers 
and rods, either section can easily be raised 
by the driver to pass an obstruction. The 
teeth are set so that they may be quickly re- 
versed when dull, or lengthened when par- 
tially worn. It takes a sweep of about nine 
feet, and marks the soil at every 24 inches. 
It looks like one of the best implements for 
scratching the surface of an old, rough, rocky 
pasture, that we have seen, while, for ordinary 
harrowing upon grain fields, it must do much 
better work than the old fashioned A harrow, 
which has been in use for so many years on 
most New England farms. It was shown by 
W. D. Huntington, Middlebury, Vt., and is 
made, if we mistake not, at Angola, N. Y. 


moves. 


The contrivances for lightening the labors 
of the housekeeper are as numerous this sea- 
son as usual. A Mr. Reynolds, of Vermont, 
shows an improved milk setting bureau, with 
better facilities for ventilation than have some 
of its predecessors. New churns are brought 
out every year, but we see nothing which suits 
us like the Bullard for ease of working and 
quality of the product. Washing machines, it 
seems, have not yet been perfected, as new 
ones are shown each year, claiming to be bet- 
ter than all others. 

One of the most interesting exhibits for af- 
fording comfort in the kitchen in hot weather, 
is the coal oil or lamp stove. C.S. West 
showed one at Worcester which appeared bet- 
ter than any we had previously examined, but 
of course, a trial in the kitchen would be 
needed to establish its merits. Great im- 
provements have been made in cooking and 
heating apparatus since the days of the old 
fashioned fireplace, with its crane and pot 
hooks, and yet perfection is far from being 
reached, though, when we find a stove that 
will bake four loaves of bread, or four pies 
and a ten-pound turkey, and boil two kettles, 
all at the same time, atacost for fuel of one 
cent per hour, it would seem that perfection 
is not very far off. We do not believe tit a 
stove is yet invented that will do all this at 
that cost for fuel, although one might infer as 
much from the circulars distributed. There is 
one great advantage from the use of the oil 
stove, whatever may be the cost of fuel, the 
heat does not fill the kitchen like the common 
wood or coal stove, and on this account alone, 
they are worthy of examination by all house- 
keepers. 

We find minutes of many other machines 
and implements in our note book, but cannot 
give a detailed account of them at this time, 
but will merely mention a few that seemed 
worthy of notice. Morrison's sap heater is 

designed to heat the cold sap as it comes from 
the tank, with the heat that would otherwise 
be wasted in the boiling process; thus allow- 
ing the same fire and pan to do one-fourth 
more work. Moulton’s wooden cement- 
coated eave-troughs and conductors, with elas- 
tic joint to prevent injury from freezing, 
looked like being well worthy of trial. Swift's 
household pet, a little machine for cleaning 
and ironing velvets, laces and ribbons, at- 
tracted the attention of the ladies, as well it 
might, judging by the quality of the work it 
rapidly performed. ‘The Eclipse Wind Mill 
in constant operation at the Vermont State 
Fair, gave the farmers present an opportuni- 
ty to see with how little wind a liberal supply 
of water could be raised to the surface of the 
ground. 

The St. Albans Foundry Co, showed some 
good work at the State exhibition, in the way 
of horse powers, grain threshers and wood 
saws. A large proportion of the fire wood 
that is burned in Vermont is now sawed by 
horse or steam power, parties having machines 
going around from farm to farm and cutting 
a year’s supply in a day or two. We do 
not claim that all the new machines we have 
alluded to gre better than any otbers, nor 
that they are as good as'they should be, but | 
we do believe that they are worthy of examin- 








ation. 


RAISING TURKEYS. 
Diseased Livers, 

Twenty-five years ago, almost every large 
farmer living not too near to neighbors, was 
in the habit of keeping turkeys.” They were 
& great help in the way of destroying grass- 
hoppers, crickets, and other injurious insects 
which prey upon the crops of the garden and 
field. They usually roosted on trees near the 
farm buildings, and after the first few weeks 
from hatching, gave very little trouble to the 
feeder, and afforded a good bunch of bank 
notes for paying off debts which might come 
due about Thanksgiving, Christmas or New 
Years, Of late years, however, the profits 
from turkey raising have been very much di- 
minished by a disease which attacks the birds 
at ali ages, from the time they are as large as 
quails till they are fully grown. The symp- 
toms are dulness, pale skin on the face and 
down the neck, an inclination to sit on the 
ground, or to lag behind when feeding with 
the flock in the fields, and a yellowish watery 
discharge from the bowels. The birds usu- 
ally live but a few days after these symptoms 
are observed. They lose their appetites and 
grow rapidly weaker till they are found dead 
on the ground, near their usual haunts. If 
they are opened, the liver will be found very 
much enlarged, and with numerous tubercles 
scattered over the surface. It seems to be 
purely a disease of the liver, as the other or- 
gans in most cases, present a normal appear- 
ance. We have lost three fine flocks in years 
past, by this disease, without knowing any 
eure or preventive, and many others in vari- 
ous parts of New England, have had a similar 
experience, and have consequently abandoned 
the raising of these choice birds. Charcoal 
and sulphur, we believe, have been recom- 
mended to be mixed with the food, but by the 
time the disease shows itself, it is not an easy 
matter to administer medicines in this way, as 
the birds have little or no appetite. 

While looking at some fine, large and 
healthy looking turkeys at the Vermont State 
Fair, and discussing methods of raising, with 
Mr. Charles Morse, of Plainfield, he stated 
that he had been very successful in treating 
this disease by giving red pepper, cinnamon, 
and rhubarb, in the form of pills, which can 
be easily given to the fowls, whether they 
have an appetite or not. The rhubarb is 
physicking in its effect on the bowels, while 
the pepper and cinnamon warm up the birds 
and stimulate action in the digestive organs. 
We have had no experience with this treat- 
ment, but give it wholly on the authority of 
Mr. Morse. Since turkeys have become so 
scarce upon our New England farms, grass- 
hoppers and crickets have increased to an 
alarming extent in many localities. Whole 
fields of grass are sometimes eaten by grass- 
hoppers, especially the second crops of clover, 
of which they are particularly fond. 

If any of our readers have been successful 
in treating the above described disease among 
turkeys, we should be glad to hear from them 
through the columns of the Farmer, for it 
would certainly be a serious calamity to have 
these indispensable centre pieces banished 
from our Thanksgiving and Christmas gather- 
ings. 





ORCHARDS IN GRASS. 
Since publishing an article in the Farmer 


recently, upon the culture of apple trees in 
grass, We Nave had a diccuscion pan the sub- 


ject with Mr. J. E. Waters, of West Mill- 


bury, Mass., a gentleman who is well known 
as being one of the most successful orchardists 
in that excellent fruit growing region. Mr. 
Waters has several large orchards on his farm, 
and says that he believes he has sold more 
good apples from his trees, according to the 
time they have been in bearing, than any man 
in his county, and he has never put a plough 
into the ground since the trees have been 
large enough to bear. His trees are trimmed 
but very little, and the limbs bend down and 
lie on the ground under their load of fruit, so 
they are supported at both ends. No limbs 
are ever cut off to allow teams to pass under, 
nor does the fruit blow off nearly as freely as 
when the growth is forced by trimming into 
the upper parts of the tree. Ploughing, he 
says, encourages excessive growth for a year 
or two, and necessitates subsequent trimming 
to remove the excess, but under his system no 
more growth is made than is necessary for 
carrying and perfecting the fruit. 

He topdresses the land under the trees and 
as far as the limbs shade the ground, once 
every three years, and never cuts the grass, 
but allows it to grow up and fall down and 
cover the manure, thus keeping the soil cool 
and moist at all times. He cultivates his or- 
chard solely for the fruit, and obtains fruit in 
abundance and of the finest quality. Mr. 
Waters has an excellent soil for apples, but 
no better than that of some of his neighbors, 
whose orchards are beginning to decay under 
the ordinary methods of treatment, while his 
are growing more valuable and productive 
every year. Had we not better give this no 
ploughing method a fair trial before deciding 
wholly against it ? 





PAPER PACKAGES FOR PRINT BUT- 
TER. 

As the public taste for butter becomes ed- 
ucated to a higher standard, and the demand 
for a really fresh, sweet article increases, it is 
found necessary to provide for marketing the 
products of our dairies, by some better 
methods than in the old fashioned firkin hold- 
ing from seventy-five to a hundred and fifty 
or more pounds, or even in the light thirty or 
forty pound tubs. These are well enough for 
those who prefer to lay in a supply for sey- 
eral months, but where the customer prefers 
to have his one, two, or three pounds brought 
to him each week, fresh from tke churn, and 
while the sweet aroma which distinguishes 
good butter from all other kinds of fat still 
exists, he will find the need of something very 
different for holding his butter while in transit. 
Many devices have been contrived for deliv- 
ering’ print and roll butter in good condition, 
to the city purchaser. 

While at the meeting of the National Agri- 
cultural Congress, lately held in New Haven, 
our attention was called to a patented pack- 
age for enclosing- and marketing rolls or prints 
of fresh butter. The package is of thick, 
strong paper, and is cut in such a form that by 
folding it at the joints it can be quickly made 
into a neat, square box with a secure cover. 
The package is printed to order, and gives 
the name of the butter maker, and his mono- 
gram, when desired. It has blank lines for 
the name of the consignee, the date of the 
churning and time when shipped. We can- 
not say that it will suit all customers, but we 
consider it worthy of examination by all who 
would like to ship butter neatly to retail cus- 
tomers, fresh from the dairy, every week. 
The packages, before folding, are shipped 
flat like common writing paper, and take up 
but little room. They were*shown by Cor- 
nell & Shelton, Birmingham, Conn., whose 
advertisement will be noticed in another col- 
umn. 





GAMBLING AT AGRICULTURAL FAIRS. 
We have been much pleased while attend- 
ing the Fairs, the present season, to find that 
the wicked schemes for robbing the multitude 
have been far less numerous than in years 
past—even the New England Society showing 
a marked improvement in this directi 
former years. We have never been in the 
least bashful about expressing opinions through 


ii pred 





these columns concerning the selling of pools, 
or any of the many forms of gambling by which 
the farmer’s sons, who are supposed to go to 
the Fairs to learn something worth knowing, 
are encouraged to spend their few dimes or 
quarters in games not of chance, but where 
the chances are all on one side, and always on 
the side of the professional gambler. 

If an agricultural exhibition cannot be held, 
or @ society supported, without the assistance 
of men whose sole business it is to fleece the 
young and uninitiated of their dearly earned 
savings, then it is high time to rub out and be- 
gin anew on some other track. If the aim of 
our ‘agricultural societies is to make money 
to put into the treasury or into the pockets of 
its officers, rather than to educate the people, 
then the sooner they go down the better, that 
the ashes of their ruins may be used for stimu- 
lating a more useful growth. 

Our agricultural societies have done a very 
useful work in the past, but there has been-wn 
unmistakable tendency, of late, toward degen- 
eration and decay—a decay which we hope is 
to be checked in season to save them toa 
greater usefulness in the future. The eviden- 
ces of reform are very cheering, and not the 
least is this improvement in the matter of let- 
ting stands to gamblers and robbers at our 
agricultural fair grounds. 





THE NEW HAMPSHIRE FAIR. 


The New Hampshire Board of Agriculture is 
desirous of making an exhibit of natural and culti- 
vated products of that State, at the State Fair open- 
ing Oct. 8, at Manchester, and have issued a circu- 
lar in which they say :— 

We have in our rooms much of the material 
which we exhibited at the Centennial, and many 
articles in addition that would be interesting to 
the public. But todo justice to the agricultural 
interest, and convince strangers that New Hamp- 
shire is a better State to live in than emigrate 
from, we need larger contributions, which will in- 
clude all kinds of grains, seeds, roots, grassés, 
wools, weeds even; in short, anything and every- 
thing that the farm produces or the farmer and 
farmer’s wife manufacture,—all articles, except 
live stock, that have a direct relation to farm life. 

We therefore call on our friends in all the towns 
to furnish us with such articles as they are able, 
for which we will make compensation by giving 
copies of our annual reports, and retain the contri- 
butions for our rooms in the State House. For a 
trace of thirty ears of corn, a peck of grain, peas, 
beans or grass seeds, or samples of fruits or vege- 
tables in quantities required for exhibition, or for 
a bundle of grain in the straw, grasses, forage 
plants, or other products of the character desig- 
nated, we will give in hand, or send free of cost, a 
single volume of such reports as we have, worth 
$1.50. 

The articles will be labeled with the names and 
residences of the contributors, and be entered for 
competition, so that producers will have the credit 
due for their products. 

Should any parties be desirous of contributing, 
and yet be unwilling to part with their articles on 
the terms named, we will receive, care for, and re- 
turn them the same way as other contributions to 
the Fair. 

Manufacturers of agricultural implements, dairy 
and household utensils, or other similar articles, 
publishers of agricultural books, pamphiets or 
charts, dealers in seeds or special fertilizers, nur- 
serymen or florists, are all invited to contribute 
under the above proposition. 

It is not the intention of the Board to divert any 
article from the general exhibition, but by special 
efforts to make an attractive addition to the Fair. 

Our friends are requested to notify the Secretary 
either at Concord or Manchester, or the member 
in their own county, of the specific articles they 
will send, when cards of address, with directions 
for forwarding, will be sent, or they may send by 
railroad, at any time before October 5, marked 
“For the Fair, Manchester,” care of J. O. Adams, 
Secretary Board of Agriculture. 





Fruit Recervep.—Thomas W. Praddex, 
Hanover, N. H., sends us some handsome 
specimens of what he calls the Summer Har- 
vey apple. ‘The most noteworthy thing’ about 
them is the fact that they grew on 4 tree 


only six years from the seed, and four years 
from the scion. He wishes to show ‘‘how soon 


we can obtain fruit if it is properly cared for. 
I have several trees bearing fruit this year, of 
the same age as the one above noted, and 
some that commenced bearing when only four 
years from the seed and two years from the 
scion. Some of them are of other varieties.” 
We thank our old correspondent for his atten- 
tion. His experience shows that no farmer 
need hesitate to plant fruit trees for fear of 
waiting too long for a harvest. 

T. S. Hubbard, Fredonia, N. Y., sendsa 
sample of the Prentiss Grape, a new seedling 
white grape, originating in Poultney, N. Y. 
It is a compact bunch, medium berry, sweet, 
of good flavor, and ripens with the Concord. 
The vine is hardy, very productive, and the 
fruit is said to keep well and not drop from 
stem. We should think it would prove a pop- 
ular variety. 





Mae Strate AG. Socrery.—At the an- 
nual meeting of this Society, Sept. 19, the 
Treasurer reported receipts for 1877-8 as 
$18.754.80; expenditures $18,715.99. The 
indebtedness of the Society is about $12,500. 
The following officers were elected :—Presi- 
dent, B. F. Hamilton, Biddeford ; Secretary, 
A. L. Dennison, Portland; Treasurer, H. S. 
Osgood, Augusta; Trustees, W. F. Garcelon 
(second district;) B. M. Hight (third dis- 
trict;) John Morrison (fourth district ;) Geo. 
W. Ricker (fifth district.) Wildes P. Walker, 
of Topsham, M. G. Palmer, of Portland, and 
W. E. Gibbs, of Glenburn, were appointed a 
committee to investigate the financial affairs 
of the Society in the years 1874, °75, °76 and 
i 





EXTRACTS AND REPLIES. 


CONSTRUCTING A POULTRY HOUSE. 
I wish to build a poultry house to accommodate 
fifty hens which are to be kept as layers, and I 
would like to ask the upinion of my brother far- 
mers and correspondents of the FARMER, as to the 
size, style, and best general arrangements of the 
house, for the proper care and health of the fowls. 
It will be on a slight knoll, and face the south, and 
be B yey protected from the north and west 
winds by my house and barn. I wish it to be neat 
and tasty in appearance, and it must not be so very 
expensive, i. e., not much money is to be expended 
on itto make a show. Any information would be 
gladly received, for I wish to get the ideas of those 
who are eposeertel poate keepers, and, probably, 
there are many ers of the FARMER who desire 
the same information. F. H. D. 
ReMARKS.—In building a poultry house the 
main object, so far as the production of eggs is con- 
concerned, is to give the fowls plenty of room, so 
that they can breathe pure air atall times. The 
house should also be light, and should receive the 
sun’s rays direct, in as great abundance as possi- 
ble, especially in winter. In hot weather a partial 
shading of the windows would be advisable to pre- 
vent too great heat. The situation should be high 
and dry, as there is no greater enemy to the health 
of fowls than mud and water, where they are 
obliged to stand. The walls, if of stone, and built 
in a bank, should be well pointed with good strong 
mortar, and if the ground be paved and cemented, 
it will tend to exclude rats and other vermin, 
which often cause much mischief in the poultry 
house. The windows should be made to slide 
easily, that plenty of air can be given in suitable 
weather. The roosts should be set not very high 
from the ground, especially if the large breeds are 
kept. The nests should also be low and easily ac- 
cessible to the fowls. They may be placed against 
a partition, with conveniences for taking out tbe 
eggs, without entering the room where the fowls 
are kept. Feeding and drinking troughs should 
be made, so that the contents will be kept clean. 
We shall be glad to publish, in the Farmer, plans 
or descriptions of the poultry houses of our suc- 
cessful poultry raisers, and will endeavor to do so 
if they will favor us with them. The best poultry 
house we have ever used was a large, light, and 
warm barn cellar, where the ground was at nearly 
all times dry enough to give the fowls dusting ac- 
commodations at any or all portions. [n such a 
room good fowls will lay all winter, if well fed and 


properly cared for. 


PRESERVING PAPERS. 

think that everybody who takes an 
, (and any man who owns but 
take at one) 





you would have found the information you desired 
at the time it was needed, and the Editor would 
have been bothered about it much less, I think 
it very interesting to sit down and look over an 
old volume of agricultural papers ; I often find 
ideas which are of value, and I always make a 
practice of carefully saving all I receive 
regularly; and when I find anything in a stray 
paper I wish to preserve.I clip it out and paste 
it in a serap book; a practice I would recommend 
to all. “ P. H. D. 


FIELD TRIPOLIUM. 

A subseriber in Wallingford, Vt., sends us a 
plant found in his field, for which he desires a 
name. It is the field trifolium, or stone clover, 
known also as Welsh clover, or rabbit's foot. It 
grows from 6 to 12 inches high, slender, and gen- 
erally much branched. The blossom is a downy, 
whitish pink, something like the catkins of the 
willow in shape and appearance. It was intro- 
duced into this country from Europe and grows 
on sterile old fields from Canada to Florida. 
Darlington, in his “Weeds and Useful Plants,” 
says of it :— 


This species—a naturalized foreigner—is only 
entitled to the notice of the farmer on account of 
its prevalence and its worthlessness. Its presence 
is a pretty sure indication of a thin soil, and neg- 
lected agriculture: and the appropriate remedy is 
to improve both. It is then easily superseded by 
more valuable plants. 


Our correspondent wishes to know how much 
it is worth to go one-quarter of a mile, night and 
morning, for ten days, and milk one cow. Per- 
haps some of our readers will give him a satisfac- 
tory reply, but we should think he was the best 
Judge of what his time and services were worth. 


NOTES FROM SOUTHEASTERN NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

The growing season of 1878 is about over, and 
we can now take a retrospective view of our farm 
operations. The season, as a whole, has been dry- 
er than that of 1877, but the drought did not set in 
early enough to injure the hay crop, and the result 
is that we have harvested one of the best crops on 
record. Many farmers have raised wheat the pre- 
sent season, with good results, and I am of the 
opinion that farmers in this vicinity will raise 
much more in the future than they have in the 
past. Corn widl be a fair crop. Potatoes will be 
light, a “‘combination of forces,” the dry weather 
and Colorado beetle, having almost ruined the 
crop. Some pieces are so light that they are not 
worth digging. What effect this will have upon 
our farming I cannot as yet tell, but many of our 
farmers are complaining that they will have noth- 
ing to pay their taxes and grocers’ bills with this 
fall, as potatoes were their main dependence. This 
may teach them, however, to plant a greater varie- 
ty of crops, and thus, if one fails, something may 
be left to depend upon. Vegetables have suffered 
from the dry weather, with other crops ; cabbages are 
only second rate. Fruit abundant; apples plenty 
and cheap; pears and grapes not as good as last 
year; the rose bugs took the grapes; they have 
become a great pest with us. A new agricultural 
society has been formed—a combination of four 
counties in New Hampshire, viz.: Rockingham, 
Stratford, Belknap, and Carroll, and York county, 
in Maine. This embraces some of the best farming 
land in New Hampshire, and also in Maine. There 
are some of our most active men engaged in it, 
and if we have good weather the first fair, which is 
to be held the first week in October, at the Granite 
State Park, Dover, will be a success. No frost as 
yet, and we hope to see none for at least a month. 

Dover, N. H., Sept., 1878. J. 


Correspondence. 


From our Special Correspondent. 
AGRICULTURE IN FRANCE. 
Paris, September 12, 1878. 

The International Horse Show was a very 
brilliant affair; there were 1036 entries, not 
including 22 Zebras, ‘‘breeding mules,” and 
asses. ‘The catalogue did not classify the an- 
imals following nationality, but as a good 
guess, England sent 66 horses, of which 15 
belonged to the Stand Stud Company; Aus- 
tria 56; Russia 27, of, which 17 were owned 
by the Grand Duke Nicholas, and named after 
the heroes of the late war; Belgium 80; Hol- 
land 6; Denmark 7, and Italy 8; total 250; 
the remainder were French, 36 stallions be- 
longing to the latter were from the National 
studs. The horses were divided into 37 cate- 
gories, devoted to pure Arab, English, and 
the crossings of these bloods. Here figured 
all the celebrities of the turf, and as popelar 
as at.the moment when they entered the pad- 
dock after a victory. Next followed carriage 
horses ; then the animale for tha caddle: nex 
ponies, and the last eight classes consisted o 
draught animals. The latter may be said to 
have divided the interest with the lot of Rus- 
sian horses. The Austrian exhibits were less 
showy, but they had solid merits, united with 
elegance and distinction. Russia has been 
very successful in employing pure Oriental 





blood for her cavalry, and also for her Orloff 


trotters. Indeed each country can produce 
parallel proofs of the value of pure Arab blood. 
What appeared most curious in the various 
races exhibited was the preservation of the 
unique family type, the immutable laws, seem- 
ingly, of nature at work, despite differences 
in shape, volume, and temperament, as af- 
fected by climate, food and general surround- 
ings. A horse is said to be half-blood when 
it is the product of a sire of pure blood and a 
common mare; as the latter may have some 
pure blood in her veins, so will her progeny 
rank a sixth or an eighth higher in purity. 
People are very apt to consider as one and the 
same the pure Arab and the pure English, and 
that both are identical on a race course. They 
are alike in possessing an energetic head, a 
strong and graceful neck, grand and harmoni- 
ous lines, tendons strong and dry at once, 
and the same carriage of the tail; but one is 
virified by the Oriental sun, and the other has 
been artificially conserved intact by the hand 
of man. However, agriculturists have more to 
do with draught horses, &c., than racers, and 
here the breeder endeavors to produce a pow- 
er, which, by the sole weight of its own mass, 
can overcome the resistance of the load to be 
dragged. Such an animal has not been bred 
to gallop or trot; his normal pace is the step. 
For the latter race, the Knglish breeder has 
secured the rigidity of the back and loins, so 
essential for the transmission of movement, 
while he has furthermore obtained, on the 
whole, elegance of head, and fineness of coat 
and main. A bay horse, by the Stud Compa- 
ny, was a happy illustration of these excellen- 
ces. The Belgian draught horse leaves much 
to desire; the ears are placed too low, and 
being smothered in a main and a tuft, destroy 
the physiognomical expression ; the coat con- 
sists of less fine hair, and the main and the 
tail lack suppleness. One-third of the extffib- 
its belonged to the draught race, and the spe- 
cimens were as various as they were magnifi- 
cent. For gxample, the boulonais, the typical 
horse of legends and chivalry, the robust 
Clydesdale, the descendant of the black Ar- 
monican horse, and skipping others, we arrive 
at the Percheron—beauceron would be the 
better name for this breed—for, although born 
in Perche, the colts, after a year old, are re- 
ally transported and reared in la Beauce, 
where the young animal finds, with the farm- 
ers of the plain, an abundant and fortifying 
regimen, splendid air, and work suited to its 
age. Many believe that all grey, or mottled 
grey horses of this class are Percherons. The 
same olor was peculiar to the once famous 
Picar: y horse. In a word, so great have been 
the crossings with the Arab blood and other 
races, that the old and celebrated race of Per- 
cheron has disappeared in fusions, and only 
exists in history. At first the smallness of the 
Percheron, and its aptitude for the saddle, 
made it excellent forewar perenens, Modi- 
fied py Arab crossings, it was found superior 
for posting, and was remarkable by a square 
head, a prominent eye, a barrelled body, 
though short at the sides, powerful, harmless ; 
jaws of steel, and feet free from curbs. Are 
we quite right in encouraging now-a-days 
these titanic races, when highways are kept 
in repair; when railways and tramlines pene- 
trate everywhere; when machines are models 
of lightness in point of draught, and when 
traction engines represent literally horse-pow- 
er? We want less volume in this breed of 
horses and more agility or quickness—an ani- 
mal suited to the wants of the moment. Here 
is the road for selection, not that of maintain- 
ing color, as for the Percheron, or the purity 
of old races, which becomes a Utopia after 
half a century of crossings. ; 

Of the 294 prizes awarded, France received 
201, England 35, Belgium 28, and Russia 3. 
In the case of saddle horses, France carried 
off all the prizes excepting a few won by Eng- 
land; but in revenge, the latter and Belgi- 
um completely defeated France in draught 
animals. 

A less imposing proof of the progress of ag- 
riculture than machinery, at the Exhibition, 
is the display of commercial manures, in class 
51. They do not pretend to replace farm 
= manure, but to aid it, as auxiliaries. 

‘ew of the specimens shown, all contained in 
bottles, not only have a sterling value, but 
the latter is authenticated by a genuine chem- 
ical analysis. A quarter of a century ago 
such a display weil not have been possible. 
The le in manures is now serious, thanks 
to science and the law. The fertilizing prop- 
erties of guano, fecal matters, animal refuse, 
nitrates, earth , oil cake, and the 
residue from various industries are not con- 
tested; the point is to know their value; to 
apply them where necessary, and when; in 
suitable doses and at ‘propitious seasons. 











There is one point in connection with these 
auxiliary manures rather lost sight of—their 
degree of pulverization. ter the de- 
gree of fineness of a manure, more eflica- 
cious will be its action, because the plants can 
more easily incorporate, or absorb it. (lass, 
for instance, which is insoluble in water, be- 
comes dissolved therein when reduced to an 
ipgeigetio powder. In selecting a commer- 
cial manure, give the preference to that which 
is in the most minute state of division, just as 
you would prefer for seed the soil the most 
friable. Hence the importance of machines 
which reduce mineral fertilizers to the condi- 
tion of a flour. A glance at the rows of speci- 
mens is sufficient to prove that the soil of old 
Europe is a long way from being exhausted, 
as in the case of that of Sicily, or that manu- 
facturers have swept battle fields of their 
bones to convert them into grass, roots, wheat 
and beef—the resource is exhausted. Many 
become nervous at the prospect of the exhaus- 
tion of guano beds. There is no occasion for 
alarm. Class 51 and its contents suffice to 
assure us that, when there will be neither gu- 
ano nor bones, there will be nodules and cop- 
rolites to take their place; the earth is full 
of mineral phosphates that will endure as long 
as the world itself. 

I will be much mistaken if French im- 
werner makers do not largely benefit by the 

cxhibition, whose agricultural machinery they 
study with a feverish attention. The drill 
ploughs and sowers, the reaping machines that 
deliver and bind with cord, not wire, sheaves 
of an equal volume ; the adaptation of the sys- 
tem of the engine inside its tender; the chaff 
cutters and grain, &c., crushers; the root- 
lifting implements ; the vine tillers—all that 
is new and ingenious, adapted for a fixed 
end—has been noted. A little time will show 
if French manufacturers can improve upon 
what has been exposed, and surpass it in 
workmanship, while not exceeding it in price. 

The hay crop has been plentiful this year, 
but leaves everything to be desired in point of 
quality. It has suffered from inundations and 
consequent sedimental deposits, and in the 
making, the incessant rain has developed much 
rust and must. All these evils can engender 
serious alteration in the health of animals, re- 
sulting in colics, caleareous deposits and pu- 
trid fevers. Musty hay is eminently danger- 
ous—its fatal properties cannot be corrected 
sufficiently, and the best use to make of it is 
for litter. The manner to utilize hay other- 
wise injured, is to shake it well, to clear it of 
dust, water it slightly before consumption, 
with a weak solution of salt or vinegar, mix it 
with fresh straw or artificial meadow hay, or 
with pulp or cooked roots. In any case, re- 
member the more an animal’s rations are va- 
ried, the more will be their nutritive value. 
Meadow hay is superior to any single artificial 
forage, simply because it consists of a variety 
of natural plants. 

M. Lemoine, of Crosne, near Paris, is a 
famous poultry breeder. Twelve acres of 
ground are covered with yards and parks for 
every first class variety of barn door fowl, in 
addition to rabbits and pigeons. Each park 
has its peculiar breed, and a studied selection 
maintains, while improving the purity of the 
race. KBirds of a feather do not flock togeth- 
er; those accustomed to a warm climate have 
southern cots; but all are protected from ex- 
cessive heat and excessive cold. The houses 
for the birds are spacious, two feet above the 
ground, built in cement, and divided into two 
compartments—for roosting and laying. It 
is only when eggs fail to be hatched in the or- 
dinary way, that recourse is had to the incu- 
bators to keep up the family of 13 chickens for 
each hen. In the case of goose eggs, a hen 
only covers six of these. The object of M. 
Lemoine is to produce eggs and breeding birds. 





For the New England Farmer. 
A NEW PEST. 


A new pest to New England, at least to the 
portion of it with which I am familiar, has 
made its appearance within the last two or 
three years, increasing largely during the pres- 
ent one. It had been so seldom seen by me 
previous to last season as to escape my par- 
icular notice, and might have thus escaped, 
ad not a Kansas resident called my ettontian 
to it as being the Arnica plant, from which 
that noted medicine is made, that has won its 
way to common use in most households, ut 
the present day. The mere fact of the plant 
being found where it was, in a lot that for 
several years had been down to grass, mowed 
and pastured, as the owner had occasion to do 
either, precluded the idea that the seed of the 
plant came there in the hay seed, but must 
have in some manner come from another 
source. This idea is confirmed by the fact 
that, since I have particularly noticed the 
plant, I find that it has, in some instances, 
taken possession of old lawns that were close- 
ly matted with grass and, to a large extent, 
choked out the grass; and, if its increase dur- 
ing another season, should be one-half as 
great as it has been during the past, all the 
grass will be driven out by this interloper. I 
find that it flourishes either on dry or moist 
land. 

The lot I first saw it in, in quantity, was a 
moist one—the lawns hereabouts comparative- 
ly dry. The only effectual method of exter- 
minating it is to dig it, or pullitup. I have 
been told that it is as difficult to kill as wild 
carrot, which, 1 am sorry to say, I find to be 
largely on the increase throughout the regions 
I occasionally visit, and not only these, but 
the Canada thistle, chickory, and Johnswort 
are manifestly increasing. In many places 
the road sides are lined with them. So long 
as these pests are permitted to seed and prop- 
agate, they must inevitably increase with an 
ever widening ratio. Those who are striving 
to keep them from obtaining a footing on their 
places have a discouraging task ever before 
them. Neglectful neighbors and the high- 
ways are against them, as well as the venders 
of foul seed. If the State has the authority 
to quarantine against fatal maladies, to abate 
nuisances and the right to eminent domain, 
&c., why has it not the right to abate these 
pests? Tf it has this authority, how can we 
account for the indifference of land owners to 
the great loss they are sustaining from their 
prevalence and rapid increase? This indiffer- 
ence amounts to supineness, I think, when all 
can but admit that already great loss has been 
sustained, and the prospect for the future of a 
still greater one, to be their inevitable fate. 
Would it not be the part of wisdom for every 
town in the State to petition the Legislature 
for the enactment of a law compelling every 
land owner to see to it that no noxious plants 
are seeded on his lands, and every town to 
eradicate them from their roads ? K. 0. 

Jamaica Plain, Sept. 19, 1878. 


Aguicultural 





: Sairs. 


Reported Expressly for the New England Farmer. 
VERMONT STATE FAIR. 

In preparing the first page of last week’s paper 
for publication, a portion of our reporter’s account 
of the Vermont Show was overlooked. As it con- 
tains some description of one of the prominent 
departments of the Fair, and some remarks of in- 
terest on the management, we have thought it best 
to publish, though somewhat late. 


The display in Floral Hall is both magnificent 
and beautiful. Very large collections of rare hot- 
house plants and cut flowers were displayed by 
Hon. J. Gregory Smith, and Hon. Worthington C. 
Smith of St. Albans. The largest display of gar- 
den vegetables also came from the gardens of these 
gentlemen. Henry Bryant, gardener to Hon. J. 
G. Smith, made a fine display of fruits, including 
apples, pears, peaches, plums, nectarines, and a 
single bunch of Malaga grapes weighing 3 pounds 
and 12ounces. The Russian apple, Emperor Alex- 
ander, makes a fine show here, on several tables. 
E. 8. Brownell, Essex Junction, showed 5 traces 
superior ears of the Compton corn. W. D. Lane, 
Middlebury, contributed sugar beets, E. A. Austin, 
E. Georgia, Dutton corn, F. M. Wright, Franklin, 
Tom Thamb corn, W. A. Fisher, St. Albans, and 
H. A. Fisher, Fairfax, several noble specimens of 
the pumpkin family. Floral Hall contains a very 
large display of miscellaneous articles, as pictures, 
stuffed birds, and a great variety of ladies’ work. 

Geo. R. Boynton, St. Albans, added very much 
to the attractiveness of the room by a collection of 
very superior crayon portraits of well known citi- 
zens residing in the vicinity. Taken all in all, 
Floral Hall, with its pictures, flowers, and ladies’ 
work, looked more like some of the departments 
at the Centennial exhibition than like an ordinary 
farmers’ fair. It would be pleasant to go through 
the long list of entries in this department, but I 
know your space is‘limited. There are many ex- 
hibits in Mechanics’ Hall, and on other portions 
of the grounds that I must leave for notice at some 
future time. 

The weather on the opening day was very warm, 
and a misty rain prevailed on the second day, but 
not enough rain fell to interfere very much with 
the comfort of the visitors. The last day was ver, 
fine indeed. The attendancewas large on the sec- 
ond day, and reasonably so through the entire ex- 


hibition. I understand, from statements made by 
the Secretary and Treasurer, that the Society has 
& fund of some fifteen thousand dollars to fall back 
upon in case of loss from bad weather or other 
causes, but that if the Society continues to be suc- 
cessful in the future as in the past, the original 
plans of the founders to invest in a model farm for 
educational purposes, may yet be carried out for 
the benefit of the agriculture of the State. I find 
the affairs of the Society managed in an economical 
manner, while the public are well accommodated 
whilein attendance. The admittance is but twenty- 
five cents for persons or teams, and I notice a large 
proportion of the farmers who come in with their 
families have a very social time of it picnicing with 
friends. and neighbors, on the clean grass, inside 
the trotting track. There are a few side shows, 
and a chance for spending some loose pennies at 
the shooting stands, but there are comparatively 
few temptations held out for gambling, or for the 
spending of money for useless brass jewelry. 

The officers of the Society were this year offered 
five hundred dollars by one party, for the privilege 
of pool selling on the ground, but they did not 
feel the need of money badly enough to grant the 
privilege. Phe Society iast year paid in premiums 
$3452, and they are always paid in full, and, if 
called for, on the last day of the exhibition, thus 
saving the trouble of collecting premiums after the 
fair is over. Indeed, everything seems to be man- 
aged honestly and openly, and for the benefit of 
the exhibitors. There is no place in New Eng- 
land where I have enjoyed a visit more than with the 
people of Vermont at their fairs and at their homes. 
I leave at the close of the fair for a few days’ ram- 
ble among the green hills on my way home, and 
shall undoubtedly find something to interest the 
readers of the Farmer, and of which I shall en- 
deavor to give you an account in due time. 

A. W. CG 





COUNTY AND TOWN SHOWS. 

Editors are neither ubiquitous nor omniscient, 
although their readers will frequently insist upon 
their possessing the latter qualification. We have 
attended some of the cattle shows, this fall, and 
shall others, before the season closes, but it is en- 
tirely beyond us to attend a half dozen shows, in 
as many places, and in different States, at that, on 
the sameday. We are therefore compelled to give 
brief abstracts of reports to the daily press, and 
hope that our correspondents will make it a point 
to keep us informed of anything worthy of note 
occurring in the shows held in their vicinity. 

Hingham. 

The Hingham Agricultural Society held its twen- 
tieth fair on Tuesday and Wednesday, Sept. 24 and 
25. The exhibition, on the whole, compares fa- 
vorably with that of any former year, while the 
entries in some of the departments are larger than 
usual, all being well filled. There are 210 dishes 
of pears and 320 of apples. Mr. Amos Bates alone 
exhibits 20 varieties of pears and 20 plates of ap- 
Mr. C. W. Cushing 25 varieties of pears and 
40 of apples. There are 104 plates of grapes, the 
principal exhibitors being Amos Bates, Alfred Lo- 
ring, George Lincoln, S.D. Fisk and Mrs. Alexan- 
der Anderson. The vegetable department is ex- 
ceptionally complete. An unusual feature of the 
fair is exhibitions of drawing by the pupils of the 
public schools of Hingham, and of writing by the 
pupils of the Weymouth, Cohasset, Hull, Scituate, 
South Scituate aud Rockland schools. Another 
feature peculiar to the Hingham fairs is the dis- 
play of the celebrated Hingham toys by Mr. W. 8. 
Tower. The display embraces about 2000 articles, 
including all kinds of wooden trinkets known to 
the trade. One curiosity of the display is a buck- 
et composed of 47,568 pieces of wood. The ex- 
hibition of live stock is fully equal to that of any 
former year. The leading exhibitors are J. F. 
Leach, of Bridgewater, and John R. Brewer, of 
Hingham. Mr. Leach hes entered his herd of 
Swiss cattle, which have never failed to carry off 
the first premium wherever they have been entered 
for competition. 

The tollowing first premiums were awarded :— 


ples. 


Titcomb of West; Newbury; second, George B. 
Bradley of Methuen. Bulis, Holstein—First,,)W. 
A. Russell of Lawrence; second, Charles 8. Brad- 
ley of West Newbury. Durham bull—C. 8. Brad- 
ley of West Newbury. Holstein under two years, 
W. A. Russell; thoroughbred Ayrshire, first pre- 
mium, Dana Cogswell of Bradford. Poultry— 
Chickens, first premium, W. M. Ward of Peabody ; 
second, C. L. Becket of Peabody; turkeys, first, 
J. D. W. French of North Andover; second class, 
G. F. Chere of West Newbury. Stallions—Four 
years old, J. G. McAllister of Lawrence; three 
years old, Daniel Tenney of West Newbury; sec- 
ond premium, Charles 8. Clarke of Salem. Car- 
riages—A. J. Henley, James W. Joyce, J. M. Gra- 
ham. Yearlings—Peter Holt of Andover, first; 
H. M. Seavey of Saugus, second. Milch cows— 
Special premium $25. William A. Russell of 
Lawrence. The same took the first premium, $12 
for best milch cow; Ayrshires, first, $12, J. D. W. 
French, North Andover; Jerseys, first, $12, Chas. 
O. Cummings of Andover; Holsteins, first, $12, 
William A. Russell; second, $6, to ditto; grades, 
first, $12, David W. Noyes; second, $6, J. E. 
Thurlow of Newbury. Pairs of draft horses— 
First, $15, Oliver Stevens of North Andover; sec- 
ond, George W. Gray. Brood mares—First, $15, 
G. W. Gutterson, Methuen; second, $10, ditto; 
third, $8, Henry Small of Lawrence. Farm and 
draft horses—First, $15, W. A. Dane of Hamilton ; 
second, $12, N. Bb. Butters of Methuen; third, $6, 
D. L. Goodrich of West Newbury. _Ploughing— 
Double teams, Jacques C. Bray of Newbury, first 
premium, $12; Joseph Goodrich, West Newbury 
second, $10; Edwin E. Adams, North Andover, 
third, $9; Frank J. Bradley, Methuen, fourth, $8 
Single teams—R. T. Jacques of Newbury, first, 
$10. Ploughing with swivel plough, W. A. Rus 
sell of Lawrence, first, $15. Ploughing with three 
or four horses, Sidney '. Newman and J. K. Kent 
of Newbury, first, $10; George W. Brown of New- 
bury, second, $6. 

The ploughing match on the second day was 
well attended. An address was delivered by 
Theodore C. Thurlow, of West Newbury. Some 
400 were present at the dinner, and speeches were 
made by President Clark of the Agricultural Col- 
lege, Dr. J. R. Nichols, Hon. John K. Tarbox, 
and others. The fair is pronounced one of the best 
ever held by the Society. gg No horse trotting. 


Plymouth Co. 
The Plymouth Co. Society held its 59th annual 
show at Bridgewater, Sept. 18, 19 and 20. The 
show of stock is pronounced more than usually 
good,—also the poultry department. On the third 
day, the bicycle race, and a base ball contest, with 
some trotting, were the attractions. The dinner, 
on the second day, was attended by some 600 per- 
sons, and among the Collector 
Beard, Senator James G. Blaine, and one or two 
others. On the the following officers 
were elected :—President, John Lane; 
dents, Albert Alden, Frank H. Holmes ; 
Lafayette Keith; 
and a board of twelve trustees. 
the principal awards of prizes : 


speakers were 
first day 
Vice Presi- 
Secretary, 
Keith, 2d; 
The following are 


l'reasurer, Sumner 


Swine—Hayward Bros., Bridgewater, bear; C. 
M.& 8. Reed, West Bridgewater, sow; do. do., 
litter of pigs; Hayward bros., Bridgewater, store 
pig; John Copeland, West Bridgewater, large hog. 
Fast Walking Oxen—N. T. Cushman, Bridge- 
water. Bulis—John Sample, Bridgewater, ‘‘Jer- 
sey”; Cyrus Alger, West Bridgewater, Ayrshire. 
Heifers—Benjamin Harding, Bridgewater. Beef 
Cattle—Town of Hanson, tat ox; Geo. W. Bates, 
Bridgewater, heifer; John Copeland, West Bridge 
water, cow. Butter—L. B. Parker, Elmwood. 
Ploughing—D. M. Sturtevant, Bridgewater, with 
horses; Marcus Pierce, with oxen. Milch Cows 
J. F. Leach, Bridgewater. Steers—Benjamin Hill, 
East Bridgewater. Cheese—Mrs. J. H. Pope, 
Halifax. Sheep—A. W. Bassett, Bridgewater. 
Draft Horses—Spencer Leonard, Bridgewater. 


So. Weymouth. 

The Weymouth Agricultural and Industrial 
Society held their fourteenth annual exhibition at 
South Weymouth, Sept. 26, 27 and 28. The first 
day was devoted toa grand firemen’s muster, at 
which twenty-five companies competed for the 
prize. The King Phillip of Rockland, throwing 
water 217 ft., took the first premiam of $250. The 
Eureka of Hudson was next best, throwing a 
stream 216 ft. 11 inches, and taking a prize of 
$150. The other prizes of $100, $50 and $25, were 
taken in the order named by the Marlboro’, North 
Weymouth and East Braintree companies. The 
foot race was won by John Powers of the Quincy 
company—one-half mile in 2m. 8s.—prize $25. 





Apples—C. W. Cushing, Amos Bates, J. T. 
Thompson, Jeremiah Murphy, Justin Ripley ; best 
single dishes, P. E. Hersey, Patrick Thompson, 
Altred Loring, 8. J. Anderson. Bread—Mrs. Geo. 
B. Chapin, Mrs. John Creswell; to persons =nder 


20 youre of age, Clara Rn«sell. icles made by 
children—S. Lizzie Bates, Edwar omas, inme 


Buttrick, Louise Turner, George A. Barrett, Susie 
Turner. Vegetables and flowers grown by chil- 
dren—Joseph J. Loring, Harry Cross, C. H. Rip- 
ley, Geo. E. Bowker. Fine arts—Mrs. S. A. Fow- 
ler, Bangor, Me., for water-colors; Mrs. David 
Hersey, of Hingham, for oil-paintings, water-col- 
ors and coat-of-arms. Pickles, preserves and honey 
—Mrs. H. A. Palmer, Mrs. Alford Loring. Peach- 
es—Best display, Fearing Burr. 

A shooting match was the chief attraction on the 
first day, and a game of lacrosse, on the second 
day. The dinner was well attended, and speeches 
were made by Hon. Thos. Russell, Collector 
Beard, Dr. L. W. Puffer, of Brockton, and others. 
The fair was successful in every respect. 


Middlesex North. 

This Society held its fair at Lowell, Sept. 24 and 
Nearly every department was well represented. 
The number of entries in the several classes were 
as follows: Stallions, 7; family matched horses, 
3; walking horses, 2; farm horses, for all work, 1; 
roadsters and travellers, 3; breeding mares and 
colts, 9; family horses, 7; fat cattle, 5; working 
oxen, 1; steers, 3; milch cows, 8; heifers, 26; 
bulls, 9; herds, 2; swine, 6; sheep, 1; goats, 1; 
flowers, 26; grapes, 5; assorted fruit, 16; apples, 
43; pears, 33; preserves and pickles, 9; butter, 
2; implements, furniture and inventions, 13; 
grain, 6; bread, 32; vegetables, 18; poultry, 82; 
miscellaneous, 31. The show of fruit and vegeta- 
bles is especially fine. James Lawrence, of Groton, 
exhibits “Squire,” the most valuable thoroughbred 
Stallion on the grounds, and enters a handsome 
herd of fourteen imported Guernsey and Ayrshire 
cattle. D. F. Rogers, of Tewksbury, shows the 
largest herd of stock—23 head—mostly Ayrshires. 
Samuel Fay, of Lowell, shows the best thorough- 
bred bull—an Ayrshire—and also, 3 imported An- 
gora goats. H.R. Hartwell, of Groton, enters two 
fine stallions. A walking match for ladies was an 
attraction of the first day. Ida Schwarzman took 
the first prize, walking one mile in 12m. 4s. The 
following are theleading premiums awarded :— 

A. H. Park, Chelmsford, Devon bull, lst; Henry 
Emery, Lowell, shorthorn bull, lst; John M. Bai- 
ley, Billerica, Jersey bulls, lst; James Lawrence, 
Groton, Ayrshire bulls, lst; same, Guernsey bull, 
lst. Milch cow—D. F. Rogers, Tewksbury, lst, 
both for single cow and herd; John Clark, cow, 
lst; H. J. Tolles, Dunstable, cow, 2d; D. F. Rog- 
ers, Tewkshywry, pair oxen, lst. Sheep—A Lang, 
Lowell, buck, lst. Swine—A. G. Swan, Lowell, 
porker, lst; Chas. 8. Cohen Tyngsboro’, 3 pigs, 
lst; F. W. Worthen, Chelmsford, boar, lst; A. M. 
Kendall, Dunstable, sow with pigs, lst: Butter— 
James Lawrence, Groton, lst. lowers—E. Shep- 
pard & Sons, Lowell, cut flowers, lst; best pair 
bouquets, Mrs. M. R. Ranlett, Lowell, Ist; 2d, 
Mrs. Ella Clark, best pot plants, Lowell. As- 
sorted fruit—Mrs. J. T. Foster, Tewksbury, bas- 
ket, lst. Melons—James Fitzpatrick, Groton, 1st. 
Quinces—E. Rogers, lst. Cranberries—Unculti- 
vated, H. Fletcher, Westford, lst; cultivated, 
Charles Walsh, Wilmington. lst. Poultry—Chas. 
C. Barron, Lowell, brown Leghorn, lst; F. W. 
Proctor, Lowell, white Leghorn, Ist; J. W. Proc- 
tor, Lowell, brown Leghorn, Ist; W. P. Varnum, 
Dracut, turkeys, Ist. 


25. 


Essex Oo. 

The Essex Co. Society held their 58th annual 
show at Lawrence, Sept. 24. and 25. The attend- 
ance was large on the first day, and the display of 
stock, horses and cattle, which is made at the 
grounds south of the Duck bridge, though not 
larger than in former years, is of a better quality. 
Some fine cattle are shown by J. D. W. French, of 
North Andover, William A. and George W. Rus- 
sell of Lawrence, Charles Perley and C. S. Brad- 
ley of West Newbury and George B. and J. Brad- 
ley of Methuen. The hall show is far superior to 
that of the last fair. The Pacific, Washington and 
Duck mills make very creditable and extensive 
displays of fabrics, and nearly all the mechanical 
industries in the county are represented. The 
floral display is extensive and choice. Fruits in 
variety and abundance are shown, and of the very 
best quality. A new feature of the hall show is 
the art exhibition, in which are shown very credit- 
able paintings in oil and water colors, and some 
very fair crayon portraits and sketches. The 
vegetable display is fully equal to that of last year, 
and considering the season, is somewhat superior. 
The Society held quite an exciting meeting, an 
effort being made to change the direction of the 
Society. The younger element distributed a ticket 
headed with the Hon. George B. Loring for Presi- 
dent and William 8. Jenkins, Esq., of North An- 
dover as Secretary. The result of the election was 
the overwhelming defeat of the Loring ticket and 
the election of the old board of officers, with a 
single exception, as follows: President, Benjamin 
P. Ware of Marblehead ; Vice Presidents, the Hon. 
George B. Loring of Salem, James J. H. Gregory 
of Marblehead, Thomas K. Leach of Topsfield, T. 
C. Thurlow of West Newbury ; Secretary, Charles 
P. Preston of Danvers. 

The following are the principal premiums 
awarded :— 

Famil .D. ver 
us oars Lint G Rena tes 

first class— 
.P. 


F. f Andover. Colts, 
Henry Riley of North aunere) uns 


of Haverhill. 








George 
E. Davis of North Andover; a 
Two-year-old colts—First, 8. M. 


There was a large attendance, and the playing 
was done under one of Yale’s mammoth tents, 
avoiding any trouble from wind. 

The second day was the principal day for the 
exhibition of stock and products, and your re- 
Porter desires to that, for extent and excel- 
lence it formed a display seldom excelled at a 
county show. Indeed, 1 am the more impressed 
with the fact that, the nearer you can bring the fair 
to the people, the greater the interest and the more 
satisfactory the results. I found a fair number of 
cattle, the largest single exhibitor being J. F. 
Leach, of Bridgewater, who had his herd of Swiss 
and Ayrshire cattle, 
Other exhibitors were Lysander R. Hall, Devons 
and fat steers; John P. Lovell, E. Sherman, Brad- 
ford Hawes, Edward Nelligan, James Tirrell, and 
James Moon, Jerseys and grades; Albert Tirrell, 
Ayrshires and Jerseys, with a fine bull of each 
breed; Allen V. Holbrook, James Torrey, and Lo- 
ring Tirrell, grades, mostly Ayrshire and Jersey; 
and David Cushing, fat oxen. There were no 
sheep, but a good show o/ swine. F. B. Vinson 
had.23 Berkshires, including 3 fine litters; Albert 
Tirrell, 3 breeds, with two litters; L. R. Hall, grade 
Chesters. A fine show of fat hogs was made by 
A. B. Raymond and Josiah Martin, the latter 
showing 14 heavy porkers. Several others showed 
good animals. 

A very fair show of poultry was made up by W. 
H. Sylvester, A. S. Lovell, C. A. Noyes, anda 
score or more Other contributors. John P. Lovell 
had a coop of 49 white ducks. 

There were quite a number of serviceable appear- 
ing brood mares with colts, entered by J. E. Keith, 
Abington, E. Pratt, Alvah Raymond, Jr., W. F. 
Hollis, and others. 

About the grounds were located several tents for 
dining, stands for fruit and confectionary, and nu- 
merous shooting galleries and targets. The crowd 
was good natured, and the catchpenny shows, in- 
cluding the microphone, appeared to be doing a 
very small business. 

The most interesting part of the show was the 
display in the hall, and I am sure those who saw it 
will agree that it is seldom equalled for variety 
and quality at any town show, while, in some 
things, it could not be surpassed. For instance, 
the display of greenhouse and pot plants, the prin- 
cipal contributor being Albert Tirrell, Esq., the 
President of the Society. The specimens, espe- 
cially the ferns and lycopodiums, were as near 
perfection, in thriftiness and form, as any I have 
ever seen. The gardener, who takes pride in his 
work, is entitled to great credit. Other fine plants 
were shown by Mrs. K. E. Sheldon, E. Bridgewater, 
and George Hollis; and Mrs. 8. D. Randall had a 
mammoth lantana, 5 yrs. old, of some three feet 
diameter, loaded with blossoms. Cut flowers were 
shown, also, by the above, by Mrs. Tyler, and 
several others ; and boquets and baskets handsome- 
ly arranged, completed this part of the display. 

There was a large a show of vegetables, squashes 
predominating. A. A. Spear had one squash 
weighing 150 lbs., and raised from one seed 730 
Ibs. He also had a barrel of the Clawson wheat, 
plump berry. Albert Tirrell had a goodly variety 
of vegetables, and N. B. Derby, James Moore, 
Wm. A. Amory, Quincy, and numerous other con- 
tributors appeared to utilize all the spare room. 

Fruit was plenty and of the best quality. The 
varieties of apples were large, pears moderate, and 
grapes quite an extensive show, including green- 
house varieties, well grown and of full flavor. I 
can only give the names of the principal contribu- 
tors, as there were too many for detailed notice. 
Josiah Reed, Albert Tirrell, G. R. Thayer, E. F. 
Pratt, Oran White, Mrs. E. 8. Wright, and Dr. C. 
C. Tower—pears. Asa Pool, T. B. Vinton, Thos. 
Bicknell, and J. B. Drew—peaches, a small! but 
good show; Jas. Tirrell, Oran White, O. P. Shaw, 
Josiah Reed, E. D. Raymond, and Loring Pratt— 
apples; Albert Tirrell, O. White, James Tirrell, 
G. N. Blanchard, F. 8. Terry, and Allen T. Tirrell 
—grapes. W. H. Randall and J. Holland each 
showed a sample of second crop strawberries, as 
fragrant as in June, but of small size. 

Manufacturers were very poorly represented. 
C. A. Richards took the Ist premium of $10 on 
shoes; one or two entries of harnesses; two organ 
dealers; one or two sewing machines; some 
marble work by F. Hanson, Brockton; and dis 
plays of stoves by local dealers formed the bulk of 
this ent. 

The ladies did their part, as usual, and showed 
some very good work at embroidering and needle 
work. Mrs. John Nash, Ea. Weymouth, had the 
first premium on embroidery. Miss Abbie E. Bar- 
rell, Ea. Weymouth, Miss Ella F. Gardner, Miss 
Ida Phillips, Mrs. Joseph Howe, and Mrs. A. F. 
Bullock, were the principal contributors. Mrs. A. 
0. Crawford showed a case of millinery. Quilts 
and rugs were quite plenty, though less so than at 
other fairs I have attended. There were quite a 
number of oil paintings and water colors, some of 
them quite creditabl pecially those by Mrs. A. 
H. Johnson, So. Braintree, and Miss Carrie G. 
Bartlett. The children’s department was filled by 
specimens of wrought mottoes, drawings, embroi- 
dery and worsted work, &c. Miss Lottie Thayer 
and Miss Emily F. Wilder had well executed 
mottoes. 

There were several displays of preserves, jellies 


any 


with one or two Jerseys. 








and pickles, Mrs. Clinton Nash being the leading 





